
Where to look: 

1) One time a year you can access your full credit report from each of the three major credit bureaus. All 

three do not have to be obtained at the same time, so it is wise to space when they are accessed. 

 Step one: Go to this address:  https://www.annualcreditreport.com/index.action 

 Step two: Fill out your personal information 

 Step three: Select which credit report you want (remember to only access one) 

 Step four answer some questions derived from your repot only you could know the answers to 

 Step five: Download/Save/ Print your report (make sure to write on the report which bureau you 

selected) 

 Step six: Repeat every (4) months on rotation! 

2) Credit Karma – Though this site only allows borrowers to see some of what may be reporting, and only 

shows two agencies, it is a good place to start. Credit Karma uses an algorithm to create its FICO that 

most times does not correspond with the FICO we receive with a Mortgage pull.  

3) If you’re within 3-6 months of buying a home, you’ll want a “soft” mortgage pull. We can obtain a full 

mortgage-worthy credit report from Transunion without leaving an inquiry on your report like a normal 

mortgage pull. 

What to look for: 
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Improving Credit 

1) Know what’s on your credit report. Don’t just obtain it, analyze it, if you’re not sure, ask 

2) Make the tough calls. 

 All creditors that report to the credit agencies are required to provide certain important 

information, including their contact information. 

 Call the number provided 

 DO NOT provide any information to “update” your account. Use your social to verify but do not 

give them your address or phone number. If the account does not actually belong to you, some 

unethical companies will try to use this newly obtained information to prove the account is 

yours.  

 DO NOT instantly settle or pay off the collection. Try to obtain a “pay for deletion”, where they 

accept your payment and remove the collection from your credit report. 

 Creditors DO NOT have to report debts; they actually PAY to do it, so offering to pay in full if 

they will delete it. Marking the account as “settled” or “paid in full” is not the same as deletion. 

 IF you question the accuracy of the information, ask to obtain copies of the documents they 

have via fax. You have the RIGHT to see the documents they’ve compiled to support the 

collection 

3) Pay down debt but DO NOT close accounts 

 People often believe that paying off accounts will help their credit, but more times than not it 

hurts it.  

 Closing accounts can hurt your credit because it affects the percentage of your total available 

credit and total outstanding balances.  

 You want your total debt to be 30% or less of your total available credit. If you have 2 cards 

with a $500 balance on each, your total available is $1,000- and you’ll want to borrower no 

more than $300- of that 

4) If you have no credit or need to rebuild your credit open a secure credit card 

 Secure cards are great because they report to the agencies but the lender uses your own funds 

to lend to you. Keep in mind the 30% rule for spending  

 Make sure you make your payment religiously  

 When deciding on the card, you’ll have to choose between a decent APR, minimum balance to 

open, and yearly fee. Choose what is best for you.  

 


